-«&. © 
> © 
zz 
~ re Ys 
Sh wD 
Dae 
ee | 
3“ > 
zs + 

oe 
er © 
4~=z 
=a P 
wr 
a 
wr 
ll 
2 
a 














me ese 








Copyright, 1936, by The Sunday Schoo! Times Co. 


he Sunday School Cimes 


Entered as second-class matter July 16, 1879, at the post-office at Philadelphia, Pa., under the Act of March 3, 1879. 


Entered as second-class matter at the post-office department, Ottawa, Canada. 





Published weekly by The Sunday School 
Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., Phila., Pa. 


Philadelphia, August 15, 1936 
Volume Seventy-eight. No. 33 


$2.25 a year, in clubs, $1.75 
See page 548 





Lesson for August 30 in this issue 
Lesson 9.—Be: of World Missions. 
Acts 11 : 19-26; 13 : 1-12. 

A Fragment from an Early Manuscript of 
John’s Gospel. By Jacob Vander Meulen 539 





International Uniform Lesson ............ 541-545 

EY A RE 0s cing'y d:b-0483.0.06k000609-0cbetess 545 

The Young People’s Prayer Meeting. By 
CNY < “AMD, IE) ovetnces ose vaiaccsuteses 546 

MUTE CHO. ROW BOOKS (i occ ccc ccc ce scccbnstase 547 

For Family Worship. By Ernest M. Wads- 
NSE GaN cincba cc sues doce es ve diewercececies 548 

we 


When | Remember 


By Ruby Weyburn Tobias 


HEN I remember all Thy mercies, Lord, 
My countless answered prayers,— 
How strange that, miser-like, my soul can 
hoard , 
The day’s corroding cares ! 


When I remember how Thy loving hand 
Has clasped mine in the night, 

I wonder how I fail to understand 
I need not walk by sight. 


All the poor petty worries, all the griefs 
That so encompass me, 

Are lost in sudden triumph, past belief, 
When I remember Thee. 


* 
When Temptation Strikes 


Temptation sometimes strikes like light- 
ning from the blue. It may come without 
sign or warning. Is there any hope of 
victory before such a lightning thrust? 
God in his Word tells us there is. He 
authorizes us to say, “I can do all things 
through Christ which strengtheneth me” 
(Phil. 4:13). And “all things” includes 
sudden temptation. He also declares that 
sin shall not have dominion over us (Rom. 
6: 14),—even when the lightning strikes. 
Temptation may take us by surprise, but 
it never takes the Lord by surprise. He 
is our life, our protection, our victory. 
We are in him, and he is in us. At such 
a time the secret of instantaneous victory 
is, not to pray for victory,—there is not 
time for that, — but to praise God that he is 
giving us the victory. For he is — he pledges 
us his word for this. “Thanks be unto God 
who is giving us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 15:57). There 
are many times when praising is better 
than praying. Of course, praise is prayer; 
but there is a difference between asking 
and taking; and praise takes, while prayer 


s asks. We have no need to ask God to give 


what he is giving. 


Perfect Justice— Where ? 

“How should man be just with God?” 
Job asked the question more than three 
thousand years ago— and it has never been 
answered except by God himself. Sinful 
man cannot “be just with, God” by any ef- 
forts or righteousness or justice of man’s 
making. Yet man strives for justice, and 
longs for justice. In a beautiful poem, 
“Invocation,” by the Hon. Wendell Phil- 
lips Stafford, praying God’s protection to 
our loved native land America, Judge Staf- 
ford has the lines: 

If she has blown the very dust 

From her bright balance to be just. 
That is a vivid picture etched in remark- 
able writing. Any and all dust must indeed 
be blown from just balances. But even 
so, man’s justice is fallible and imperfect. 
Only God knows the meaning of perfect 


Edith Norton’s Triumphd 


F SHE were with us today she would 
] not want us to say that her life was 

triumphant. But now that she has been 
taken from us, “to depart, and to be with 
Christ,” and now that her time of earthly 
testing is past, we who have known her 
well can speak with confidence and thanks- 
giving of her triumph in so many ways 
during her lifetime of devotion to her Lord 
and of rich and fruitful ministry in his 
name and service. 

Edith Fox Norton, for more than thirty 
years the devoted wife of Ralph C. Norton, 
was called Home from her beloved mis- 
sion field in Belgium on Sunday, July 19, 
after two operations for ulcer of the stom- 
ach, Her condition had seemed to be favor- 
able; her death, when it came, was sudden 
and unexpected. Hosts of her friends 
throughout the world will be sorrowing 
for their personal loss. God’s children in 
Belgium and Flanders, who have been 
brought into His family by the faithful min- 
istry of Mr. and Mrs. Norton, must be 
suffering keenly as they realize that God’s 
commissioned leaders in this great work 
of evangelization have been taken from 
them. But God makes no mistakes; Mrs. 
Norton was keenly conscious of this when 
her husband was taken from her, less than 
two years ago; we must not waver or 
doubt, now that God’s loving will has 
reunited husband and wife in the presence 
of his Son. Their going is part of the 
“all things” that “work together for good 
to them that love God,” —-and this means 
that God will bless to the Belgian Gospel 


justice, and only God is perfectly just. It 
is he who says: “There is no God else 
beside me; a just God and a Saviour ; there 
is none beside me” (Isa. 45:21). God’s 
perfect love used his perfect justice to save 
unjust and lost sinners. “For Christ also 
hath once suffered for sins, the just for the 
unjust, that he might bring us to God” (1 
Pet. 3:18). And so God’s justice, giving 
his own Son to bear the sins of the sinner, 
could clear the sinner who accepts this “un- 
speakable gift” of forgiveness. God wrought 
out this plan of salvation, “that he might 
be just, and the justifier of him which be- 
lieveth in Jesus” (Rom. 3:26). So they 
sing in Heaven, in God’s presence, “the 
song of Moses ... and the song of the 
Lamb,” of law and grace, “saying, .Great 
and marvelous are; thy ‘works, Lord God 
Almighty ; just true are thy ways, thou 
King of saints” 
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Mission his taking away of its founders 
and leaders. One cannot but be confident 
that God is now looking to the Mission, 
to its leaders and workers in both the field 
and in the homelands, and to all who 
have furthered the work by their prayers 
and gifts, to let him not only maintain this 
great work but increase its ministry and 
reach. We can the better hear and obey 
God’s call to this by studying some of the 
characteristics of Mrs. Norton’s life and 
recognizing their challenge to us. 

Ever increasingly, as the years passed 
on, her devotion to her Lord was the pas- 
sicn of her life. She had surrendered her 
life unconditionally to him, years ago; she 
was sensitively jealous that this surrender 
be maintained and protected. With her 
surrender of herself went, of course, that 
of all her possessions. She had always 
loved beautiful things, but gladly she sold 
her jewels that she might have the money 
to use in the Lord’s service. During the 
earlier years of the Mission she received 
a modest salary,— most justly so, as one 
who was giving her whole life to the work. 
But after a few years she renounced this 
salary, so that the Mission might have 
the additional amount for its work. 

And not only had she surrendered her- 
self and her possessions to the Lord: she 
had surrendered her husband, her supreme 
love next to her Saviour and Lord. This 
dearest human treasure entrusted to her 
of God was not allowed to come between 
her and the Lord, either in life or in death. 
She was holding her husband in her arms 


1) 8 
(Revs 15:3). UF 
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when, that evening in October, 1934, his 
spirit was taken into Christ’s presence. And 
she could write of this, later: “That com- 
panion of almost thirty-three years, as she 
saw the last, long drawn out respiration 
quietly cease, could then look up toward 
the glory and firmly say, ‘The Lord gave, 
and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be 
the name of the Lord.” 


Yet with her unconditional and utter sur- 
render and devotion to the Lord, her life 
was marked by the most beautiful loyalty 
and devotion to her husband. Gladly she 
gave him her best and her all, as she 
rejoiced in the divinely ordained relation- 
ship of wife to husband. 


Always Giving Christ the First Place 


Her biography of her husband tells of a 
little note she had from him one time, 
many years ago, explaining his regret that 
he could not go with her: to a meeting 
where she was to sing. He wrote: “I 
must be true to Him and then I will be 
truest to you.” And she comments: “How 
self-revealing is this note; in everything 
Christ must come first.” Her perfect love 
for and confidence in her husband was seen 
in a letter she wrote him, which he had 
treasured across the years: “You are the 
crown of my days, my memory is thronged 
with visions of all your tenderness and 
unselfishness and beauty of soul. I am rich 
in you, It is all the joy I crave for in 
this life. What will it be, I wonder, in 
the eternity to come?” 

Mrs, Norton’s life became, as the years 
went by, more and more a life lived “in 
heavenly places in Christ” (Eph. 1:3). 
She knew, because God’s Word declares it, 
that, having died with Christ, her life was 
“hid with Christ in God,” and also that 
she was “risen with Christ.” So she made 
it her determined purpose to “seek those 
things which are above, where Christ sit- 
teth on the right hand of God” (Col. 3: 
1-3). Like some of God’s old-time and 
holiest saints, the atmosphere of her life 
was that of other-worldliness. She lived 
in the Word, searching and studying the 
Scriptures deeply. Every experience that 
came to her was tested by the Word. Dif- 
ficult problems of personal or administra- 
tive judgment and decision were studied 
and prayed through in the light of the 
Word. Spiritual values were, to her, the 
supreme values. 

Yet she was never an ascetic. While 
she lived in the heavenlies, while her com- 
munion with Christ was her deepest and 
supreme joy, this was not allowed to come 
between her and her loved human friends; 
rather, it drew her closer to those she 
loved and trusted. 

She was thoroughly, delightfully human. 
She enjoyed the good things of life, which 
God wants his children to enjoy when it is 
possible to have them. She enjoyed ap- 
petizing food, attractive clothes, artistic 
and comfortable homes and furnishings. 
She knew the importance of caring for the 
body by having adequate hotel accommoda- 
tions in traveling, when possible; yet she 
often and gladly endured discomfort and 
hardship. In her human friendships and 
contacts, both with Christian friends and 
with the world, she had a keen sense of 
humor ; her spontaneous laughter was gen- 
uine and contagious; and constantly she 
thought of the temporal needs and joys of 
those about her, as well as of their spir- 
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itual needs. Her “humanness” increased 
with the years, even as her spirituality in- 
creased, 

This wholly normal humanity was ex- 
perienced in the tides of sorrow that swept 
over her heart and soul when her beloved 
husband was taken from her. She was 
given supernatural strength to let him go; 
she knew God’s will was right, and best, 
and all-loving. But she was not unhuman 
—she could suffer the more because of her 
likeness to her Lord. After Ralph’s pre- 
cious body had been committed to the 
earth, to await that glad day of the Lord’s 
return and “the redemption of our body,” 
and Edith, accepting the urgent counsel 


-of her friends, had gone to Switzerland 


for a time of rest, she told those closest 
to her, later, that there would come times 
when she was well-nigh overwhelmed by 
her broken-hearted sorrow and the desola- 
tion of her loneliness. Doubtless she longed, 
in agony, to be taken af once from her 
loneliness and sorrow to be with the Lord 
and her husband. She must have thought 
then of an experience God had given her a 
few weeks before. 

It came during the night before the 
operation on her husband. Alone on her 
knees in the room so dear to her because 
it was their room, she had poured out her 
heart’s agony to the Lord. His answer 
came in a word of Scripture: “Knowest 
thou that the Lord will take away thy 
master from thy head today?” (2 Kings 
2:3.) She could truly answer then, as 
Elisha did long ago, “Yea, I know it.” 
And the Lord gave her a veritable vision 
of Heaven opened. She saw the glory 
shining through; she has written, concern- 








Will You Stand By? 


The Belgian Gospel Mission will con- 
tinue its great work of evangelization in 
the needy land to which God called Ralph 
and Edith Norton eighteen years ago. The 
Mission will move forward under the direc- 
tion of the Board of Trustees (formerly 
the American: Council) which has been 
associated with Mr. and Mrs. Norton since 
the beginning of their work, and which 
stands without compromise for the same 
doctrinal foundations. John C. Winston 
and O. Vansteenberghe, men of spiritual 
power and exceptional ability, both of them 
well known and loved by God’s people in 
Belgium and America, were trained for 
years under Mr. and Mrs. Norton, having 
served as Associate Directors on the field 
since Mr. Norton’s death, and they will 
continue their leadership. They are ably 
assisted by a loyal and competent staff on 
the field and in the homeland, also trained 
under the Nortons. 

Charles G. Trumbull, Editor of THE 
Sunpbay ScHoo.t Times, has been American 
Treasurer of the Mission since its beginning, 
and continues thus to serve. Other mem- 
bers of Tat Sunpay ScHoot Times staff 
are officers and trustees’ of the Mission. 
Contributions for the work may be sent to 
the Treasurer at the office of the Trmes. 
Prayer Letters, with inspiring news of the 
field, are mailed regularly to all contrib- 
utors, and will be mailed to any others 
upon request. Articles from the field will 
continue to appear in THE SuNDAY SCHOOL 
TIMES. 
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ing this, of “the glory awaiting my beloved; 
like John Bunyan who wrote, ‘And after 
that they shut up the gates, which when 
I had seen I wished myself among them,’ 
I too found it difficult to return to earth.” 
Speaking of her experience to two of her 
dearest friends, she said that she suffered 
a heavenly nostalgia after that, a poignant 
homesickness for Heaven, « 

But she would not let this bind, or crip- 
ple, or incapacitate her. By faith she won 
the victory over her sorrow and loneliness. 
She accepted her suffering in her husband’s 
death as a needed experience of refining 
and purifying her own life, as the silver is 
refined in the fiery crucible. She went 
back into the work in Belgium, deepened, 
strengthened, empowered as never before 
for the task that God now laid upon her 
with increased responsibility and opportu- 
nity. How gloriously she accepted and 
administered his renewed commission! 


Carrying On Alone 

The first great labor of love she under- 
took was the writing of her husband’s biog- 
raphy. Within a few months the life-story 
was completed, and it stands today as one 
of the great missionary biographies of our 


generation. ies 


Then she felt impelled to complete a sur- 
vey of religious: conditions in European 
countries that she and her husband had 
begun together; this she carried through 
by a visitation of the Balkan States, the 
report of which was published in the T1rmes. 

Mrs. Norton spent the rest of the first 
year following her husband’s death in the 
midst of the Mission’s great work in Bel- 
gium, counseling with her co-workers and 
the heads of the many posts or mission sta- 
tions, and “mothering” all in the Christian 
family in her field. She kept in close touch 
with those in America responsible for this 
work, and it was at their urgent request 
that she accepted the obligation of becoming 
Director of the work that she and her hus- 
band had founded and directed together. 
She and the Board of Trustees were heart- 
ily and prayerfully agreed in appointing, as 
Associate Directors, John C. Winston and 
O. Vansteenberghe, men_who had shown 
exceptional spiritual power and ability as 
they had grown up in the work <and, to- 
gether with many others of the strong staff 
in the field, had developed under the train- 
ing of Mr. and Mrs. Norton. There is 
cause for real thanksgiving and assurance 
in knowing that these two consecrated 
workers are carrying on today and will 
continue to do so. 

In the autumn of 1935 Mrs. Norton came 
to America, and on an extensive tour 
throughout this country she visited many 
friends of the work and made new friends 
for the Mission. She was of indefatigable 
energy and eager in spirit, even while forced 
to realize that she was suffering from bodily 
fatigue and weakness. She wanted to make 
a trip to the Belgian Congo; and she had 
quite definitely planned a trip to Austral- 
asia, where she and Mr. Norton had had 
many Christian friends and where she be- 
lieved there was an important field for 
co-operation in the work of the Mission. 

Yet, with all her vision and far-seeing 
plans and purposeful energy, she was ready 
to step aside and rest if that were the 
Lord’s will. Indeed, she told her friends 


(Continued on page 540) 
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A Fragment fesse an Early Manuscript of John’s Gospel 


A recent discovery that answers conclusively a 
favorite argument of the Higher Critics 


By Jacob Vander Meulen westem theoiovicat Seminary 














Fourth Gospel,” Dr. William Sanday 

makes this remark: “If I defend a 
traditional statement, I am the more ready 
to do so because I have found as a matter 
of experience that such statements are far 
more often, in the main, right than wrong.” 
Well, the above will scarcely surprise the 
reader who has any acquaintance with the 
conservative leanings of Sariday. But it 
is amazing. to be informed that Professor 
Harnack, who certainly cannot be accused 
of any conservative prejudice, has expressed 
a like deliberate opinion. 

Again, in an article in The Expositor 
of December, 1801, Sanday, speaking 
directly on the authorship of the Fourth Gos- 
pel, said: “It is'a serious matter for the 
consideration of the opponents of this Gos- 
pel” that “we are getting perilously near 
St. John’s time, and the gap is unexpectedly 
filling up.” Then the following prediction 
is made: “If the inquiries which are now 
in progress should have the result which 
it seems very possible they may have, three 
consequences will follow: (1) The view 
which places the composition of the Gospel 
in the second century will be clearly un- 
tenable; (2) it will be established that 
‘the Gospel had its origin in some leading 
Christian circle at the time and place 
which tradition assigns to it; (3) it will 
be increasingly probable that its author was 
St. John.” : 


Other Famous Manuscripts 

And now the good judgment of Sanday 
and Harnack has found complete confirma- 
tion, and the former’s prediction almost 
exact fulfillment. The literary world has 
scarcely recovered from its amazement re- 
sulting from the announcement regardthg 
the wonderful Chester Beatty Papyri, or 
Bible manuscripts, dating back to the third, 
and, in part, to the second century. We 
were still asking: “Are the Sinaiticus and 
Vaticanus Manuscripts, dating from the 
Fourth Century, and to which Bible schol- 
arship has so long appealed for final author- 
ity in the establishing of the text of our 
Scriptures,— are these to be outmoded 
now?” 

A greater surprise still was in store for the 
student of the New Testament. An article 
appeared in The British Weekly of De- 
cember 12, 1935, entitled, “The New Frag- 
ment of the Fourth Gospel,” by Professor 
Adolf Deissmann, D.D. The name of that 
authority in the field of papyrology attached 
to any writing commands attention imme- 
‘diately and gives promise of something 
well worth while. And so we read, with 
increasing amazement, that there has now 
been added to the already famous collec- 
tions of papyri that have been accumulating 
in the great libraries and museums of the 
world a small but still older relic of the 
New Testament, a leaf of a John’s Gospel 
that must be dated not later than during 
the reign of Hadrian, A. D. 117-138. 

In Deansgate, Manchester, England, there 


|: HIS book entitled “Criticism of the 


It is matural that the Higher Critics 
should try to discredit the Gospel of 
John, since it was written “that ye 
might believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God; and that believing ye 
might have life through his name.” 
They have tried to show that it was 
of too late a date to have been written 
by John. But among some very old 
manuscripts, secured from Egypt some 
fifteen years ago, has been found re- 
cently a part of a leaf from a copy of 
the Gospel dating back to within a few 
years of John’s time. In this article 
Professor Vander Meulen describes 
this important find and explains why 
it is so valuable. 








stands the proud structure whose foundress 


‘name it the John Rylands Library, in honor 


of her husband. “The guardian, Mr. Henry 
Guppy, has for decades been successfully 
using his rich knowledge, rare gifts as a 
librarian, and far-sighted vision, for the 
increase of its contents, and has acquired 
large numbers of these original documents 
surviving from remote ages, which have 
so fruitfully advanced antiquarian science 
in all its branches.” Mr. Guppy has been 
supported by two great Oxford scholars, 
Bernard P. Grenfell and Arthur S. Hunt. 
The former of these in 1920 acquired a 
group of papyri for the Manchester Library, 
from Egypt, and now very recently C. H. 
Roberts, Fellow of St. John’s College, while 
examining these papyri, discovered among 
them a fragment from the leaf of a codex 
of John’s Gospel. It was a surprisingly 
small fragment, measuring about 3 by 4 
inches, a portion of a leaf estimated to have 
measured 8.25 by 8 inches. Fortunately, 
both sides are written upon and together 
they give us verses 31, 32, and 37 of Chap- 
ter 18. It is estimated that the codex 
complete must have had 39 lines to the 
page, and nearly 50 letters to the line, and 
220 pages or II0 leaves. 


What Are Papyri? 


It may be well to insert here, for the 
benefit of some of the lay readers, an ex- 
planation or two. Papyri are so called 
because they are writings upon one of the 
earliest writing materials, sheets made by 
pressing together the stems of the papyrus 
plant, or reed, which grew profusely along 
the river Nile. Most of the discovered 
papyri are Egyptian, because the climate 
there was most conducive to the preserva- 
tion of these otherwise quite perishable 
manuscripts. 

A codex is a manuscript written in book 
form in contrast to the roll or scroll. 

“Recent discoveries have shown that the 
codex was the normal vehicle for Chris- 
tian literature in the second century.” 

“Why early Christian communities should 
have preferred to have their sacred books 
written in the codex form remains obscure. 
It may be remarked that the codex would 
be cheaper than the roll in that both sides 
of the papyrus could be utilized with the 


minimum of inconvenience to the reader.” 
(Roberts. ) 

Mr. Roberts’ booklet, entitled “An Un- 
published Fragment of the Fourth Gospel 
in the John Rylands Library,” has very 
recently come from the Manchester Uni- 
versity Press, and a copy ‘is now on the 
shelves of the Western Theological Semi- 
nary Library at Holland, Mich. 

The question of the age of this frag- 
ment is of chief interest. In this connec- 
tion we read, “The methods of Greek palz- 
ography have been brought to such 
perfection in the last decades that estimates 
of time can be attempted with a degree of 
probability that has not been possible 
hitherto.” 

In this matter of determining the age 
of this fragment, “Mr. Roberts has taken 
counsel with three papyrologists of the 
highest rank,” says Dr. Deissmann, “Sir 
Frederic Kenyon and Dr. H. Idriss Bell 
of the British Museum, and our own col- 
league, Professor W. Schubart, Director 
of the Papyri Collection of the State Mu- 
seums.” These three are unanimous in 
placing the John Fragment of Manchester 
in the first half of the second century, at 
the latest, with Professor Schubart strongly 
inclined to dating it as of the closing years 
of the first century. 

Upsetting a Theory 

Dr. Deissmann reminds us how this con- 
flicts with the date, A. D. 170 assigned to 
the Gospel by John by the Tubingen school. 
The influence of this school has no doubt 
been responsible for the late dating of this 
Gospel by the Higher Critics generally. 

Intellectually keen otherwise, as Ferdi- 
nand Baur, head of Tubingen, was, he was 
fooled into accepting the statement, found 
in a spurious Clementine homily, that there 
was a serious controversy between Paul 
and the original apostles. Thereupon Baur 
rather arrogantly proceeded to date the 
New Testament writings, according to eyi- 
dence furnished by these as to the presence, 
or absence, of such a controversy. Thus 
Galatians was said to be genuinely Pauline 
in its authorship because of a manifestly 
still-raging controversy, —a correct enough 
conclusion with respect to this Letter. But 
Acts was put into the beginning of the 
second century because it was written with 
no other purpose than to bring the con- 
troversialists into harmony again, an in- 
excusable misinterpretation of Luke’s writ- 
ing. And the Fourth Gospel shows no 


evidence of any controversy at all, present 


or past, therefore, forsooth, it must be dated 
in the latter half of the second century! 
Such is the proud scheme! 

And here comes this three-by-four inch 
fragment and laughs in the face of the the- 
orists, and shatters the claim respecting the 
Gospel according to John, and seriously un- 
dermines the whole structure built with such 
human acumen, but wholly lacking the wis- 
dom of God. 

A facsimile of the Fragment is shown 
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in Roberts’ booklet, and we read with in- 
terest: “The dating of a book is now 
made scientifically possible by comparing 
the script as a whole, and the forms of 
particular letters, with those found in other 
texts, and particularly in dated documents. 
The text of the John-Fragment is in a 
heavy, rounded, and rather elaborate hand. 
The writer uses several strokes to form a 
single letter, with a rather clumsy effect. 
In this respect there is a close resem- 
blance to No. 19 in the Schubart’s Papyri 
Collection, which is a part of a roll con- 
taining Book IX of the Iliad and assigned 
to the end of the first, or beginning of 
the second century.” This resemblance is 
noted by both Mr. Roberts and Sir Frederic 
Kenyon. 

The second text is P. Egerton 2, assigned 
by the editors to the middle of the second 
century, and perhaps to be dated earlier. 

Then, among actually dated papyri, there 
is P. Fayum 110, A. D. 94, which shows 
close resemblance, and P. Oslo 22, A. D. 
127, and Schubart’s No. 34, which was 
written before the death of Hadrian in 
A. D. 117. 

Mr. Roberts discusses these resemblances 
in particular with an exactness that must 
be to the delight of experts in papyrology. 

The lay reader will be more interested 
in the implications of this discovery of the 
John-Fragment. It is well known of course 
that the Higher (Destructive) Criticism 
has centered its attack upon the Gospel 
according to John, or, as they would desig- 
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nate it, the Fourth Gospel. In the effort 
to justify this attack they have advanced 
many pretexts. But they have not suc- 
ceeded in hiding the real reason. One 
soon recognizes that it is because of this 
Gospel’s positive affirmation of the deity of 
Jesus Christ. If the Gospel according to 
John could be eliminated, or at least dis- 
credited, they believe that they will have 
won the battle in their denial of the deity 
of Jesus Christ. The battle they deem to 
be well worth while. Does the conserva- 
tive deem it equally well worth while to 
defend the truth? 

The first step on the part of the enemy 
is to seek to discredit the Gospel by 
asserting that it was not apostolic in its 
origin. Thus they must put its writing as 
late as possible, in the middle of the second 
century or later. It must have no associa- 
tion with the apostle John. Rather, let 
it be the work of some disciple of Paul, 


‘for Paul is regarded, in the camp of de- 


structive criticism, as the originator of the 
idea of the deity of Jesus Christ. 

Such enemies have been dealt a death- 
blow by this John-Fragment, because if 
this be indeed a copy of the original, and 
dated at the latest in the early part of the 
second century, it is certain that the original 
Gospel, copies of which have been scat- 
tered as far as Egypt, must have been writ- 
ten in the last years of the first century, 
and that brings us to the time of John the 
apostle. 


Hoiianp, Mic#H. 
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(An editorial, from the 2d page) 


that she wanted to be, now, not so much 
the Director as the mother of the Mission. 
She was eager to do as much visiting of 
the posts and of the converts as possible, 
and to “mother” them in every way. The 
love of the Belgian and Flemish Christians 
for Mrs. Norton was deep and tender. Their 
sorrow in her going must be a crushing one. 
This consecrated child of God, while 
she held very positive convictions and came 
to her own conclusions after prayer and 
study of the Word, was humbly teachable. 
Never did she make the mistake of think- 
ing —as some earnest Christian workers 
do— that God’s wisdom was given exclu- 


sively to her in matters of judgment and - 


decision, and that she could be independent 
of her fellow workers. She consulted with 
them constantly, and she looked eagerly 
to her Board of Trustees, and to her col- 
leagues in the Mission in Belgium, for ad- 
vice and direction. That is why they could 
so often learn from her —for she was will- 
ing to learn from them. 

Withal, she could criticise others lov- 
ingly and constructively when occasion 
required. She sought ever to be true to 
God’s leading. 

The Prayer Letters sent by the Belgian 
Gospel Mission every two months to its 
friends and contributors throughout the 
world were written by Mrs. Norton, and 
they have been spiritual blessings, almost 
unique in such missionary literature. Al- 


ways they were more than mere reports 
of work done, blessed and thrilling though 
such reports often were. They were de- 
votional studies of extraordinary vision and 
helpfulness. Thus in the last Prayer Let- 
ter that she wrote, mailed by the Mission 
last month, she said: 


“It needs the night of affliction and bit- 
terest trial to reveal what He can be to us. 
When no human voice can quiet our fears, 
His ‘Fear not, for I am with thee,’ brings 
relief. How often that ‘Fear not’ strikes 
athwart our blackest despair and we dare 
to lift our heads at that divine command 
and say, ‘I will fear no evil, for Thou art 
with me.’ In our anguish of grief, when the 
tears fall, fall, as though the fountains of 
sorrow could never be checked, One ‘like 
unto the Son of man’ makes His presence 
known unto us and we hear that matchless 
voice speak the word of comfort that we 
need. Are we left alone to face life’s bat- 
tle? Then how graciously .He draws near 
to assure us that better than friend or loved 
one will He be unto us. . . . He introduces 
us, as we pray, into the heavenly places, and 
we realize as we converse with Him that in 
that very Presence of our Lord and Saviour 
is rejoicing also the beloved one we have 
‘lost awhile.’ 

“And our Lord is never weary of hear- 
ing us repeat over and over the story of 
our grief and fears. It is not difficult to 
wear out the patience of even a brother 
of the flesh or spirit; but the One ‘that 
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sticketh closer’ wearies never of our plaints, 
nor need we feel shame or hesitancy at 
bringing to Him the smallest requests, the 
very mention of which to an earthly friend 
might evoke a pitying smile at its childish- 
ness and triviality. Satan’s attacks are per- 


sistent, often hardest to bear when bearing 


upon some issue that seems unimportant 
and foolish, therefore we shrink from shar- 
ing these temptations even with fellow 
Christians; but to Him, our Lord, we can 
always go at all times, reiterating the same 
requests, recounting the same fears, even 
as often as Satan presents them, and our 
Lord will respond unfailingly with perfect 
understanding love and counsel; verily, He 
is ‘a friend that sticketh closer than a 


’ brother.’ ” 


Just before the second operation, on the 
day before she was taken Home, Mrs. 
Norton said to her friend and co-worker 
Mrs. John Winston: “His will is perfect. 
Give my love to all the workers. I love 
you all. The Lord will sustain his work 
. .. and his tired servant.” 

On May at of this year Mrs. Norton 
wrote a personal letter to a Christian friend 
in America, saying that the letter would 
reach the one addressed only if it seemed 
quite certain that she was to be taken. 
“You will not grieve too much,” she wrote, 
“Sf in her turn Christiana should follow her 
Christian into the Heavenly City.” 

She continued, in part: “It seems re- 
markable that my case should correspond 
almost exactly with that of my darling 
Ralph. It is an honor and a privilege even 
thus to follow in his steps, and may my 
testimony be as clear and beautiful as was 
his. 

“In Carlile’s life of Spurgeon, he writes, 
concerning the early death of the great 
preacher: ‘. . . there comes a time when 
the body is too weak for the battlefield, 
and the brain too tired, and then ... He 
giveth His beloved sleep,- until the day 
break and the shadows flee away.’” 

In a personal letter to an American 
friend Mrs. Winston writes: “I believe 
Mrs. Norton sent last messages to her 
family early in June. Everything was left 
in order; all important papers in a special 
drawer. We had full directions before she 
left home [to go to the hospital]; she felt 
her life was over and her work was done.” 


When the news of Mrs. Norton’s call 
Home was cabled to Philadelphia, the 
Board of Trustees and THe Sunpay 
ScHoot Times united in sending the fol- 
lowing cablegram to the Brussels office of 
the Mission: 


Warmest love and sympathy. We have 
complete confidence in you all to carry 
on. Joshua 1:9... . Praying much for 
you. 


The Scripture passage in this cablegram 
carried the word: “Have not I commanded 
thee? Be strong and of a good courage; 
be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: 
for the Lord thy God is with thee whither- 
soever thou goest.” 

May we all hear this word as God’s call 
to us, to stand by and bear the responsi- 
bilities of the great work begun so prayer- 
fully and devotedly by Ralph and Edith 
Norton, and that we may “make their past 
a success.” God will not fail us. And 
may God grant that we shall not fail Him. 








ay 








” 





Lesson for August 30 


Sain 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 








eee 











- LESSON 9. AUGUST 30. BEGINNING OF WORLD MISSIONS 
International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 11: 19-26; 13:1-12; printed text, Acts 11:19-21, 13:1-12 
Golden Text.—And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.—Mark 16: 15 

















The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Acts 11 : 19-21; 13 : 1-12 


Kinc James VERSION 


Acts 11:19 Now they which were scattered abroad upon the’ 


gp cece that arose about Stephen travelled as far as Phenice, 
d Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to none but unto the 
jews only. 

20 And some of them were men of Cyprus and Cyrene, which, 
when they were come to Antioch, spake unto the Grecians, preach- 
ing the Lord Jesus. 

21 And the hand of the Lord was with them: and a great number 
believed, and turned unto the Lord. 


13: 1 Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain 
prophets and teachers; as Barnabas, and Simeon that was called 
Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been brought 
up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 

2 As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost 
said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I 
have called them. 

3 And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands 
on <o7 they sent them away 

4 So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, departed unto 
Seleucia; and from thence they sailed to Cyprus. 

5 And. when they were at Salamis, they preached the word of 
God in the synagogues of the Jews: and they had also John to their 
minister. 

6 And when they had gone through the isle unto Paphos, they 
found a certain sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jew, whose name was 
Bar-jesus: 

7 Which was with the deputy of the country, Sergius Paulus, a 
prudent man; who called for Barnabas and Saul, and desired to 
hear the word of God. 

8 But Elymas the sorcerer (for so is his name by interpretation) 
withstood them, seeking to turn away the deputy from the faith. 

9 Then Saul, (who also is called Paul,) filled with the Holy 
Ghost, set his eyes on him 

10 ‘And said, O full of ‘all subtilty and all mischief, thou child of 
the devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not cease to 
pervert the right ways of the Lord? 

11 And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon thee, and thou 
shalt be blind, not seeing the sun for a season. And immediately 
there fell on him a mist and a darkness; and he went about seeking 
some to lead him by the hand. 

42 Then the deputy, when he saw what was done, believed, being 
astonished at the doctrine of the Lord. 





AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Acts 11:19 They therefore that were scattered abroad upon the 
tribulation that arose about Stephen travelled as far as Pheenicia, 
and Cyprus, and Antioch, speaking the word to none save only to 
Jews. 20 But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, 
who, when they were come to Antioch, spake unto the + Greeks also, 
preaching the Lord Jesus. 21 And the hand of the Lord was with 
them: and a great number that believed turned unto the Lord. 

13:1 Now there were at Antioch, in the church that was there, 
prophets and teachers, Barnabas, and Symeon that was called Niger, 
and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen the foster-brother of Herod the 
tetrarch, and Saul. 2 And as they ministered to the Lord, and 
fasted, the Holy ’Spirit said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for 
the work: whereunto I have called them. 3 Then, when they had 
fasted and prayed and laid their hands on them, they sent them away. 

4 So they, being sent forth by the Holy Spirit, went down to 
Seleucia; and from thence they sailed to Cyprus. 5 And when 
they were at Salamis, they proclaimed the word of God in the syna- 
gogues of the Jews: and they had also John as their attendant. 
6 And when they had gone through the whole island unto Paphos, 
they found a certain *sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jew, whose name 
was Bar-Jesus; 7 who was with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, a 
man of understanding. The same called unto him Barnabas and 
Saul, and sought to hear the word of God. 8 But Elymas the 
2sorcerer (for so is his name by interpretation) withstood them, 
seeking to turn aside the proconsul from the faith. 9 But Saul, 
who is also called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, fastened his 
eyes on him, 10 and said, O full of all guile and all villany, thou 
son of the devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not cease 
to_pervert the right ways of the Lord? 1:1 And now, behold,’the 
hand of the Lord is upon thee, and thou shalt be blind, not seeing 
the sun *for a season. And immediately there fell on him a mist 
and a darkness; and he went about seeking some to lead him by 
the hand. 12 Then the proconsul, when he saw what was done, 
believed, being astonished at-the teachirig-of the ) Lordi 

1 Many atahent authoriti read Grecian ¥ A aE Chap. 

6:1. *Gr., Magus: as i (ee atte, Fg 19 il, 

The American Standard col ‘and the Poa Sunday 
School Lesson at Yeu are copyrighted by the International 
Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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The Lesson as a Whole , 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


OME months. ago President Roosevelt 
sent out a call over the radio for re- 
ligious revival; he declared that there 

was no prolem, — political, economic, or 
social, that would not melt away before a 
spiritual awakening. The revival he de- 
scribed was a brotherly union of all re- 
ligions that believed in God. Thus do our 
political leaders join the religious and philo- 
sophic leaders in “re-thinking missions.” 
But such a “revival” will never solve any 
problems. World missions is the solution 
of all the world’s problems. 


The Historical Setting 
The founding of the Gentile church at 
Antioch may be dated about A, D. 42, and 


the beginning of Paul’s first journey may 
be dated A. D. 47. 


Verse by Verse 


Acts 11: 19.—They which were scattered 
abroad. See Historical Setting. Phenice. 
Phoenicia was north of Palestine, on the 
coast (part of Syria), the country of Tyre 
and Sidon. Cyprus. A large island in 





the Mediterranean, about forty-five miles 
south of Asia Minor, and about sixty west 
of Syria, home of Barnabas (Acts 4: 36; 
13: 1-4). Antioch. Of Syria, on. the 
Orontes River, about twenty miles from the 
sea, third city of the empire, rich, beauti- 
ful, and vicious in the extreme. 


Verse 20.—And some of them. It should 
be “but,” in contrast to the others. Men 
} Cyprus and Cyrene. The latter a city of 
Libya in north Africa (Acts 2: 10; 13:1). 
Men of wider racial sympathies than Jews 
of Jerusalem. Spake unto the Grecians. 
Uncircumcised Gentiles. One of the thrill- 
ing sentences of the New Testament, gate- 
way to a new Gospel day. 


Acts 13: 1.—Prophets. Men inspired of 
the Spirit, who spoke for God, and who 
on occasion foretold the future and gave 
other revelations. Barnabas. The leader, 
or pastor of the church (Acts 4:36, 37; 
Q: 27; 11:22, 30; 12:25). And Saul. The 
last was to be first of this number, and of 
all the prophets. 


Verse 3.—Fasted and prayed. They cast 
themselves upon God both before and after 
the revelation. Laid their hands on them. 
Sent forth by the Holy Spirit, and also 
officially by the church, represented by these 
elders, ordaining them for the new service. 


NGREGATIQNAL LIBRARY. 
Pa a UE erat 
go there as dx rh. of Barnabas. 


Verse 5.—Salamis. Chief city in the ex- 
treme east of the island. Synagogues of 
the Jews. Indicating that there were many 
Jews in the city. Their order was always 
to the Jew first. But devout Gentiles at- 
tended the synagogues also. John to their 
minister. John Mark, cousin of Barnabas, 
author of the Gospel, a young man at this 
time not seasoned for all the hardships of 
the missionary task (Acts 12:12, 25; 13: 
133° 35:37, ‘30; ‘Col: 4: 10: 2 Tim. 4: 38s 
Philem. 24; 1 Pet. 5:13). 


Verse 6.—Through the isle unto Paphos. 
Probably preaching the Gospel till they 
reached this westernmost city. A certain 
sorcerer. This false “wise man,” false 
prophet, false Jew, with a false name (son 
of Jesus), well represented the power of 
darkness in the Roman world that was to 
be overcome by the light of the truth of 
Christ (cf. 8: 9-25; 19: 11-16). 

Verse 7.—The deputy ... Sergius Paulus, 
a prudent man. The proconsul, civil ruler 
under the Roman senate; another instance 
of the historical accuracy of Luke. A cul- 
tured and intelligent man. 


Verse 10.—Thou child of the devil. This 
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opposition, at the very beginning of God’s 


foreign missionary work, is recognized as - 


the attempt of Satan to overthrow the work, 
and judgment falls. (Cf. John 8: 44.) 


Verse 12.—Astonished at the doctrine of 
the Lord (Cf. Mark 1: 27.) 


The Heart of the Lesson 

As many signs point to the near return 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the end of 
this age, his great commission to preach 
the Gospel to every creature is not weak- 
ened, but intensified. It is not to be thought 
that the evangelization of the world will 
peter out in an anti-climax. On the con- 
trary, all conditions call for a revival that 
will send out the Gospel in the power of those 
early days for the last great ingathering 
before he comes. Nothing but revival power 
will solve the multiplying problems facing 
missions, — such problems as the new na- 
tionalism, the obstacles governments are 
putting in the way, and worst enemy of all, 
the Modernism that is poisoning the mis- 
sionary movement at its heart. Added to 
this is the lethargy and the lack of pas- 
sion in the organized church, even where 
there is orthodoxy of creed. But these 
things constitute a challenge to expect re- 
vival that will awaken Christians to the im- 
perative of the great commission. The Holy 
Spirit is still calling men, the strongest 
men, to go forth, not in their own strength 
but in the power of God, to preach Christ, 
to meet and overcome Satan, to convert 
men, to evangelize the world, in expecta- 
tion. of our Lord’s return. 
Lesson Outlines 

Foreign Missions BEGINS 

1. In a praying and devoted Church. 2. 
In the call of the Holy Spirit. 3. In the 
call_of the strongest men. 4. In the call 
from very needy fields to needier fields. 5. 
In preaching the Word of the Cross. 6. In 
hardship, suffering, persecution. 7. In op- 
position of Satan. 8. In supernatural 
power to overcome Satan. 9. In sure suc- 
cess in salvation of souls. 10. True for- 
eign missions today continue in exactly the 
same way. 


Wor.p Missions Topay 


1. Pattern for world missions (see out- 
line above). 


2. Problems of foreign missions today 
(see Heart of Lesson). 
3. Progress of world missions since Paul. 


4. Prospects of world missions — looking 
to Christ’s return. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

God’s True Missionaries—Then and 
Now. Emil Sywulka, intrepid pioneer mis- 
sionary of the Africa, Inland Mission, in 
one sentence of a recent letter summed up 
in a remarkable way the experiences. of 
Barnabas and Paul and of all true mission- 
aries: “The experiences of saints, servants, 
and soldiers living in a hostile country — 
the comfort of God’s conscious presence, the 
joy of service, the pain of loss, the weari- 
ness of labor, and the rest of being in the 
will of God, the persistent antagonism of 
the enemy, the trial of faith, and the as- 
surance of God’s triumph,—have been 
ours.” 

Unreached Mission Fields. Estimates by 
various missionary leaders number the un- 
evangelized peoples of the earth near the 
astounding total of eight hundred -millions, 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
9. August 30.—Beginning of World Mis- 
BIOMS 2... cccccccceees Acts 11 : 19-26; 13 : 1-12 
September 6.—Turning to the Gentiles. 
Acts 13: 13 to 14:28; Romans 10 : 8-15 
. September 13.—The Council in Jerusa- 
een pvuaseve Acts 15 : 1-35; Galatians 2 
. September 20.—Christian Living...Romans 12 
13. September 27.—Review: The Spread of 
Christianity in Western Asia. 
Fourth Quarter 
. (14) October 4.—The Macedonian Call. 
Acts 15:36 to 16:15; Romans 15 : 18-21 
(1s) October 11.—Becoming a Christian. 
Acts 14: 16-40; Philippians 3 : 7-14 
. 66) October 18.—The Spoken and the 
Written Word. 
Acts 17: 1-15; 1 Thessalonians 2: 1-12 
4. (17) October 25.—Christianity as Love. 
Acts 18:1-17; 1 Corinthians 13 
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out of the two thousand. millions in the 
world. And the evangelized portions are 
not adequately covered. Young men, 
awake! Church of Christ, awake! 


Forward Missionary Movements. The 
Holy Spirit is still sending forth mission- 
aries into pioneer fields. A great forward 
movement to reach seven millions of un- 
evangelized in Ethiopia has been led by 
Dr. Tom Lambie, under the Sudan Inte- 
rior Mission. The Latin American Evan- 
gelization Campaign, under the Strachans, 
is making remarkable strides in its goal 
to reach some sixty millions of unevangel- 
ized among Latin America’s hundred mil- 
lions. China Inland Mission pioneers are 
pressing into the interior of China, and into 
the far west. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


What place does foreign missions have 
in your church? They had first place in 
the plan of Christ. What proportion of 
money is given to foreign missions in com- 
parison with all that is spent in other 
things? How many of your young people 
have gone to the mission, field? 

What place does it have in your college, 
Bible -school, or seminary? Do Christian 
students put it last, or first, in its claim 
on their lives. 

What place does it have in your Bible 
conference? 

What place does it have in your life? 
In your study? In your prayers? In your 
gifts? 

Young Christians should face the call to 
go in person to the mission fields. 

Pray for the colleges and for the laymen 
of America. For the colleges, that thou- 
sands of young people, especially men, shall 
offer themselves to go forth at Christ’s 
command to evangelize the world now. For 
the laymen (and women), that they shall 
catch a missionary vision and provide the 
money to send the young missionaries out. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


For every young man volunteering to 
go as a foreign missionary, there are at 
least three young women. “Lord, here am 
I; send my sister.” 


Antioch was one of the largest and most 
wicked of heathen cities; and from Anti- 
och the: first missionaries ‘started for a for- 
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eign shore; yet we say our “need at home” 
is great. 


“Every man has a right to hear the-Gos- 
pel once, before any man hears it twice.” 


Every church that has put foreign mis- 
sions. in the first place in the giving of 
money has solved its financial problems. 


The usual order in church financing is: 
first, church debt; second, local current ex- 
penses; third, home missions; last, foreign 
missions: and the usual order is financial 
difficulties. 


Men of Cyprus were among the first to 
preach to the Gentiles; and their country 
was the first to be visited by the foreign 
missionaries, 


World missions means that the world is 
lost, and that there is only one way of 
salvation. 


It was a Bible-instructed church, and a 
church with a revival power, that sent forth 
the first missionaries. 


If there were more fasting among Chris- 
tian leaders there would be greater mis- 
sionary passion and greater spiritual power. 

Let us beware when we leave out the 
word “heathen” and the word “foreign” and 
the word “missions” because we do not 
want them to think we consider them lost 


sinners, or that their religions have nothing 
to offer. 


Writing letters to missionaries is a blessed 
missionary service. 


Is the Gospel “for all men”? If so, the 
primary duty of the Church of Christ is 
world missions. 


Cotumaia, S. C, 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. The 

are written by three members of The Sur- 
day School Times staff,—Dr. McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Low, and Mr. Smith. Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions to different 
members of your class, letting them sce 
whether they can discover the answers as 

given on a later page of this issue? 


HO were the first preachers to the Gen- 
tiles? Mention two striking facts about 
them. 
_ 2. What notable characteristic of Barnabas 
is mentioned. in connection with the revival 
at Antioch? How did this characteristic help 
in the spread of the Gospel? : 


3. What were the disciples called in Antioch, 
and why? 


4. Who sent Barnabas and_ Saul forth. on 
this first missionary journey ? 


5. Would the leaders of the church at Anti- 
och have thought of sending Barnabas and 
Paul on that mission if the Holy Spirit had 
not told them to do it? Give a reason for 
your answer. 


6. Did the church at Antioch suffer from 
the loss of Paul and Barnabas? 


7. What is the one important item always 
having great prominence in the sending out 
of missionaries today which is not mentioned 
in the report of the first missionary journey ? 

8. Can you mention four or five important 
things recorded in Acts 8 to 11 that prepared 
the way for the beginning of world missions 
and the sending of the Gospel to the Gentiles? 

9. Name four essential things that always 
characterize true missionary work, as sug- 
gested in the beginning of foreign missions. 

10. Is it correct for Paul to call Elymas a 
child of Satan? Many tell us today that all 
people are children of God. 








Answers to the Questions - 


The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 545 of this issue. : 
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Lesson for August 30 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration peer pen and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet_ explaining 
the conditions of this department. e full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constamthy having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance oi the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion o' a Ce Tees Sat Sages me the 
lesson list ll the word “Prin 


In view of the large number pa illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


Why Not Invite Them?—Preach the 
gospel (Golden Text). You would not 
hesitate to invite your friend to go any- 
where with you; why not to Heaven?— 
From Forward. Sent by E. M. James, 
Toronto, Can. 


Alexander’s Lesson from Moody.— 
Who, when he came, and had seen the grace 
of God, was glad (Acts 11:23). Charles 
Alexander, when a student at Moody Bible 
Institute, got to wondering whether it was 
right for an earnest Christian to be so gay. 
He tells of the way in which Moody, gath- 
ering students around him for a confidential 
talk, noticed that many of us were wearing 
long faces. “I am quite sure I was one 
of them, for I had been studying that sen- 
tence in the New Testament where it says 
that every idle word shall be accounted for. 
I had usually been of a lively disposition, 
trying to cheer the fellow who was down- 
hearted, but when I began to study that 
verse I thought I was wrong. I had been 
trying to get my face so that no smile 
would ever come upon it. In one of these 
sane morning talks,, Mr. Moody spoke about 
that verse. Looking up with such a bright, 
happy look, he said, ‘Young men, do not 
think that the teaching of this verse means 
that you shall go around with a long face, 
and never have a happy word for anyone. 
A cheerful word is not an idle one.’® From 
that time onward, Alexander enjoyed the 
perfect freedom which makes for unre- 
strained delight of service—From “Charles 
M. Alexander, a Romance of Song and 
Soul-Winning.” Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
Elrod, S. D. 


Saved from the Flames.—The work 
whereunto I have called them (Acts 13: 
2). Dr. W. Leon Tucker tells of a great 
street demonstration in New York City in 
which twelve thousand persons marched. 
In the procession were three sight-seeing 
motor cars packed full of men, women, and 
children. In one was a judge of the Court 
of Appeals, and in the last one was a ragged 
street boy. On the sides of the cars it 
said, “These people have all been saved 
from burning buildings by the New York 
firemen.” Then back of the cars marched 
the men who had saved them, wearing their 
medals, while hundreds of thousands of 
people cheered them. Think of the eternal 
joy that will thrill the hearts of those 
who, following their Lord and disregarding 
the consequences, have spent their lives 
“pulling men out of the fire.”—From 
“Every-Member Evangelism.” Sent by 
Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. Prize 
illustration. 
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The Karen’s Reminder.—And when they 
had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands 
on them, they sent them away (v. 3). A 
Karen convert in Burmah who was taken 
to America, was asked to address a meet- 
ing upon their obligation to send out mis- 
sionaries. After a moment of thought he 
asked with a good deal of meaning, “Has 
not Christ told you to do it?” “Oh, yes,” 
was the reply, “but we wish you to remind 
them of their duty.” “Oh, no,” said the 
Karen, “if they will not mind Jesus Christ, 
they will not mind me!”—From The Bibli- 
cal Illustrator. Sent by Mrs. Maude Mitch- 
ell, Zanesville, Ohio. 


Chalmers’ Regret.—And when they were 
at Salamis, they preached the word of God 
in the synagogues (v. 5). When Dr. 
Chalmers was a guest in the house of a 
nobleman, among the gentlemen present 
was an old highland chieftain who kept 
his eyes fixed on Dr. Chalmers and listened 
to his conversation with intense interest. 
The subject was pauperism, and its causes 
and cure. At night the Doctor, ‘whose 
room was near the chieftain’s, heard a 
heavy groan, and on hastening to him, found 
him dying of apoplexy. As the company 
stood around, Dr. Chalmers, the very pic- 
ture of distress, said tremulously: “Never 
before did I see the meaning of that text, 
‘Preach the word; be instant in season, 
out of season. Had I known what was 
to happen I would not have dwelt upon this 
evening’s topic. I would have preached 
Jesus Christ and him crucified. You would 
have thought it out of season, but ah! it 
would have been in season, both as re- 
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spects him and as it respects you.”—From 
The Dawn. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Elrod, 
5.0. 


After the Blasphemy.—And now, behold, 
the hand of the Lord is upon thee (v. 11). 
Not long ago a dinner was given in London 
commemorating the centenary of Huxley, 
the infidel scientist. The speaker of the 
evening had just concluded ‘a speech in 
which he attacked Christianity. He ridi- 
culed the fact that the light of the Holy 
Spirit had led the church for nineteen 
centuries. And he sarcastically remarked 
that “the light which dazzled Paul on the 
road to Damascus left him dazed for the 
rest of his life.” The guests were just 
about to applaud the speaker when he col- 
lapsed. Speechless lips and solemn faces 
instantly replaced the laughter and the 
smiles. Then followed a tense silence broken 
only by strangled gasps, as the blasphemer 
died.—From New Century Leader. Sent by 
Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio, E 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard © 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
forgive our ineffective work for thee. Forgive 
us for our self-centered ‘lives. Forgive, we 
pray thee, the emptiness of the harvest that 
we have brought to thee when ‘we have ac- 
complished so little in thy name. We thank 
thee for the courage and enthusiasm of thy 
servants of the early days. We pray thee that 
we may be more like them in our willingness 
to declare boldly the Gospel, and to stand 
firmly for the faith, May we see through the 
confusion of the forms of persecution that we 











women by polygamy, concubin- 
age, and easy divorce. 
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have in these days to the beckoning hands of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. May we see also the 
multitudes that do not as yet know him at all, 
and may we share with the apostles in faith- 
ful obedience of the Great Commission, to take 
the Gospel into all the world. Help us to be- 
gin with persons close beside us, but not to 
stop there. May we be true to our duty to 
those far away. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—One of the questions 
always asked of candidates who appear be- 
fore the council of one of the greatest mis- 
sions is, Have you led others to Christ? 
In this way the council wants to find out 
whether the candidate has begun to be a 
missionary wherever he is. The question 
is, is he likely to do soul-winning work 
abroad, if he has done nothing of that at 
home? The Book of Acts, which has often 
been called the acts of the Holy Spirit, 
is just full of incidents concerning the 
work. of the disciples right where they are, 
at any time, before rulers or the crowd, 
with a great many persons at one time, or 
with individuals. Do you want to be a 
missionary? Well, begin today, and work 
on and out as far as the Lord will permit. 
Your part of the world is a part of all the 
world, and the Gospel is for every creature. 
May the Lord help us all to be more faith- 
ful in telling others the Good News. In 
his dear name. Amen. 





OUR _ ORDERS 


Oo 
WITH THE 
OSPEL 


NEAR AND FAR 














The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


“Hand in Hand.”—The hand of the Lord 
was with them: and a great number be- 
lieved, and turned unto the Lord (Acts 11: 
21). When you go into the august pres- 
ence of HER father, on pins and needles, 
young feller, you'say, “Nice day, Mr. Dot- 
tiesfather, hem, hem, hem; looks like a 
good fall for fruit, — you see, sir, —I have 
come to ask the hand of your daughter 
Dottie in marriage.” 

It is a nice soft and lovely hand, warm 
and vibrant to the touch, beautifully mani- 
cured, a hand you just love to sit and hold. 
In the olden days you would have pressed 
your lips to it the first time you met it. 

But it is not just the hand you are after. 
You want the whole girl —and her hand 
is her. When a real artist paints a por- 
trait he insists on showing the hand. He 
says the hand is a whole lot of you. Im- 
agine if you can, a portrait of Paderewski 
without those wonderful hands which he 
practiced seventeen hours a day for years 
to make’ them Paderewski in very truth, 
the world’s greatest pianist. On one tour 
in America these hands earned him $500,- 
000. 

And so it is when we speak of “the 
hand of the Lord” being with these first 
missionaries, It means that the Lord with 
all his resources was back of them. And, 
by the way, that hand has never been with- 
drawn as all modern missionary effort gives 
evidence. 
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When you asked for Dottie’s hand and 
Dad said, “Yes, my boy, and God bless 
you both, my children,” he did not at once 
hand you out a nice wedding present. He 
may have given Dottie a nice wedding, but 
you started out on your own. Dad’s hand, 
however, was now with you always, ready. 
to help you over the hard places, after 
Dottie and you have done your best. 

At the beginning of the spreading of 
the Gospel, the first missionaries had a 
special conveyance. The Spirit of the Lord 
transferred Philip after his work with Mr. 
Eunuch, but Dan Crawford was two years 
getting to his job in Central Africa, and 
Klair Armstrong, our church’s missionary 
in Persia, who went back the other day, 
had to sail and sail and sail, and then motor 
and motor to get to his old station (Acts 
8: 39). 

Warm Under the Collar.—O full of all 
subtiliy and all mischief, thou child of the 
devil, thou enemy of all righteousness (13: 
10). Some langwidge! Yet now and then 
we hear some of those who do not know 
the Bible criticising an earnest evangelist 
for using “strong language.” Lots of folks 
do not know that no modern street or barn 
preacher ever dared to use the language 
that William Penn, the Quaker Founder 
of Penn’s Sylvania, used in his preaching. 
(See William Penn’s “Select Works,” Vol. 
I, page 482.) Did you ever notice what 
Isaiah says about the girls of his day? 
(Isa. 3: 16-26.) 

John Baptist was quite a “Voice” at it 
with all the wild and woolly wilderness 
flavor. “O generation of vipers!” (Matt. 
3:7; 12:34.) And also our Lord, and 
now Paul “filled with the Holy Ghost” — 
and also with indignation —cut loose, and 
told Elymas, the sorcerer, just where he 
got off. And this does not happen to be 
slang right here, for he went right off his 
eyesight the instant Paul’s language hit 
him. 

The good shop and market place term 
for righteous indignation is “warm under 
the collar” and “hot under the collar” ac- 
cording to cause. (Judg. 6: 39; Psa. 38: 1.) 
The Christian man does not “get mad.” 
He is much milder and just gets “warm 
under the coliar.” 

Our Master saw and experienced enough 
to make him “boil with indignation,” as 
we say. His treatment at his home town 
of Nazareth, — hounding by the scribes and 

« Pharisees, —the traps they laid for him, 
— the twisting of his: words. 

But the Master never flew into a pas- 
sion, as you and I may sometimes do when 
we lose our temper. He was moved with 
righteous indignation when he came into 
the Temple and saw it turned into a place 
of merchandising and short changing. In- 
deed, so crooked was it he compared it to 
a “den of thieves” (Matt. 21: 13). 

We are considering the “Beginning of 
Missions.” And this is the way most good 
things begin. Missions have the Satanic 
resistance. If there was no resistance in 
the film in the bottle we would have no 
light, and if no resistance of the air no 
successful flying machines, and we would 
still be ballooning and coming down at any 
old place. “Things that cost nothing are 
usually worth just what they cost,” and 
this wise saying also applies to missions. 


“A Whale cf a Difference.””—The hand 
of the Lord is upon thee, and thou shalt 
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be blind (v. 11). In the first paragraph 
we had “the hand of the Lord” WITH 
the disciples, and here we see “the hand 
of the Lord’ UPON Elymas. Just four 
letters in either case. Some years ago a 
national advertiser had for a slogan on 
bill board and magazine page, “What a 
whale of a difference a few cents make.” 

And we can say, “What a whale of a 
difference a few letters make,” which few 
letters tell of the place of an all-powerful 
hand. The “hand” with you, beside you, 
to help you. The “hand” upon you to smite 
and crush. ; 

But the hand of the Lord is never a 
cruel hand. In this case just a shutting 
out of the light to give the sorcerer some- 
thing to think about for a little time. The 
“hand of the Lord” sometimes tucks us into 
bed for a few days to get a chance to talk 
to us and start our think-box going, or 
to “straighten us out,’ for some wrong 
course of action (Psa. 4:3, 4; Job 33:19; 
Rev. 3:19). 

When some atheistic fellow goes into 
eruption about a cruel God, I just give 
him one of the Ridgway grins and reply, 
with a rising inflection: 

“And is that so? Well, old fellow, if 
ours were a cruel God, knowing all about 
you as he does, you would not be here 
flaunting and defying him, but he would 
have you on.your bed in agony getting what 
is coming to you and which you really 
deserve like all the rest of us sinners.” 
And Mr. Atheist shuts up. 

“The hand of the Lord” is never upon 
me because I happen to be a friend of his 
Son. Everywhere we find people who do 
not appear to get on very well. “Every- 
thing seems against me,” complained the 
man. “Why don’t you get the Lord to 
advise and help you?” “Huh! You mean 
religion!” he sneered. “Sure I mean re- 
ligion. The trouble with you is you don’t 
know the Lord who loves you, so you can’t 
ask him to help you, and so you go around 
pitying yourself and whining about your 
‘hard luck.’ Get into the place where you 
can have the hand of the Lord WITH 
you.” 

_This is the secret of the achieving mis- 
sionary. 

CoaTEsvILLe, Pa, 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: “Separate Me.” 

Discussion: Now, fellows, Ict’s be patient 
with each other, for there will be differ- 
ences of opinion here; but let us frankly 
consider some of the amusements that a 
true Christian should not engage in. 


Objective: Seeking first the Kingdom of 
od. 











AY, fellows, here is a word that must 

be reckoned with if one is to be a true 
servant of the Lord; it is the word “sepa- 
rate.” In our lesson today it is used by 
the Lord through the Holy Spirit as he 
says, “Separate me Barnabas and Saul for 
the work whereunto I have called them.” 
Those two men had already separated them- 
selves from the world and the old life of 
sin to become servants of Jesus Christ, 
along with Simeon and Lucius and Manaen; 
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but in order to do “this one thing” to 
which the Lord had appointed them, they 
must now be separated even from their 
fellow laborers in Christ. They were to 
go out to perform a special task and there 
must be no other attachments. This helps 
us to understand the necessity for “sepa- 
rateness,”’ as one of the vital conditions of 
service such as the Lord requires and has 
a right to expect. 

If this be true, how far more necessary 
for the Christian to come out and be sep- 
arate from the world. Jesus Christ, through 
the living Word and through the silent wit- 
ness of the Holy Spirit to you and me, 
fellows, is challenging us to separate our- 
selves from everything that would keep us 
from being our very best for him. “Where- 
fore come out from among them, and be ye 
separate, saith the Lord” (2 Cor. 6:17). 

“Separate me,” said the Holy Spirit. 
That meant, in the case of Barnabas and 
Saul, “Separate for me.” It means the 
same in our case. Let’s answer the chal- 
lenge of the Spirit, by saying, “Yea, Lord, 
separate me!” Separate me from my weak- 
ness —from the sin that so easily besets 
me. Separate me from — yes, the legitimate 
things that so take my time and thought 
that God is crowded out. Give me that 
kind of separation that seeks first the 
Kingdom of God and his righteousness. 

Separate me from the debatable things 
that keep my conscience from being en- 
tirely free. There are some activities and 
amusements th: vost Christians regard as 
harmless; yet there are other very thought- 
ful Christians who look upon them as un- 
becoming in a servant of the Lord, That 
puts them in the debatable class. I have 
a friend who says sometimes he goes to 
his collar box for a clean collar, and he 
will pick up a collar that has a slight 
smudge on it — just a little bit of a smudge. 
Then he begins to debate in his mind 
whether that collar will do to-wear or not. 
He decided he would cut that all out and 
save time by saying, “If it’s doubtful it’s 
dirty!” And into the laundry bag it goes. 
One_in the service of the King cannot af- 
ford to have a question mark (?) on him. 
Clear cut, definite separation from the world 
is one first condition to effective service. 

PHILADELPHIA. 


For Primary Teachers 


By Ethel S. Low 
How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
You will need a new doll for this lesson. 

Barnabas. Trace a hemisphere on the 

cards for the Memory Verse. 
7 GOING to introduce you to a new 

man today, Mr. Barnabas. His name 
was Joses, but when he accepted the Lord 
Jesus Christ as his Saviour, the apostles 
gave him a new name — Barnabas. He was a 
man who had owned larid, and he sold 
it, and brought the money and gave it 
to the Lord. 

The Holy Spirit told Barnabas to go 
out and preach to the people in near-by 
towns, and then later He sent Paul -and 
Barnabas out together as missionaries to 
places farther away from home. 

That was the beginning of the missionary 
work of the world. How many of you 
know some person who has gone some- 
where to preach the Gospel to those who 
never heard? 
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Did you know you could be a missionary? 
Yes, now! Where did Barnabas begin? 
Right at home. Then God sent him far- 
ther, and farther away. That’s the way 
all. mission work begins. The person who 
does no missionary work at home will 
never do any abroad. 


Do you know boys or girls who do not 
go to Sunday school? Then ask them. 
Tell them about Jesus Christ. Give them 
a Gospel of John. How many of you 
are going to start today on your mission- 
ary journey, by beginning missionary work 
at home? Fine! 


On your cards print your Memory Verse, 
“Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15). 


MopestTo, CAL. 
we 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for August 30) 


1. Men of Cyprus and Cyrene who had been 
scattered abroad on account of the persecution 
that arose after Stephen’s martyrdom. They 
were laymen, and they came from places where 
Jews came in touch with Gentiles, and were 
more liberal. 

2. Hiss “goodness,” that is his generous 
heart. He rejoiced in the great work among 
the Gentiles. This characteristic of a gener- 
ous, unselfish heart, led him to stand up for 

Paul in Jerusalem, and led him to send for 
Paul to help in the work at Antioch. 


3. “Christians.” Evidently the name was 
given by the heathen, partly as a nickname, 
possibly in derision, but it was a real tribute 
to what their faith meant, their personal rela- 
tion to Christ. It is said that the people of 
Antioch were famous for giving such nick- 
names. 

4. The Holy Spirit (Acts 13: 2, 4). 

5. It is altogether unlikely that.they would 
have thought of sending to foreign lands with 
the tremendous need in Antioch and in Syria, 
and if they did send it is unlikely that they 
would have sent their two chief teaehers and 
leaders. 


6. They did not_lose Paul and Barnabas, 
but were wonderfully uplifted by the mighty 
work done on the missionary journeys. The 
others doubtless were more strengthened by 
the responsibility put upon them. 


7. Money. They needed money in those 
days, but they took the attitude that of course 
the Lord provided all that was needed, since 
they were going on his journey. 

8. The martyrdom of Stephen, leading to 
a persecution that scattered the disciples, the 
conversion and commission of Saul, the preach- 
ing of Peter to Gentile Cornelius, the preach- 
ing of the laymen to Greeks, the establishing 
of the Gentile church at Antioch. 

9. The Holy Spirit is the director; the 
blood of Christ is preached to lost men; the 
opposition of Satan is encountered; there are 
results in saved souls by the power of God. 

10. He was a child of Satan, being literally 
a wortshiper of Satan. No person is a child 
of God, except those who have believed on 
the only begotten Son of God (John 1: 12). 
All people are the creation of God. 


[ Children at Home 








Jo-Jo, the Indian Mongoose 
: Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


6C— JERE, Mary, is your mongoose. 
Don’t let him out till you’re sure 

he’s settled down.” 
Mary Wilson, a missionary’s daughter 
in India, put out her hand eagerly, expect- 
ing to receive a nice soft little animal, in- 
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stead of what seemed like a clock-work 
spring covered with wiry hair! A long- 
nosed, rat-like face peered up at her for 
a second, and then the spring jumped, and 
her father joined in the search for Jo-Jo 
under all the chairs and sofa. After a 
short time Mary caught him easily and 
held him close in the friendliest way. 

Jo-Jo was about a foot long, his wiry 
tail about the same length as his lean, 
gray body, which had a reddish tinge on 
the back and nose. His bright, golden 
eyes were never still, When anything 
startled him, his harsh, stiff hair rose on 
end immediately and stuck out all around, 
while his long tail became double its size! 
The noise he made sounded like a bucket 
being banged up and down, and it used to 
give Mary such a fright that she would drop 
him at once. 

At night the doors were shut and he 
was put into her bedroom. The constant 
tap-tap of his little feet, running about ex- 
ploring here and there, made her think of 
the ticking of a very busy clock. it was 
soon apparent that somewhere in that wild 
little creature there beat a warm and affec- 
tionate heart for his “family,” especially for 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories 
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j 
The Christian Faith 
in the 
Modern World 


By J. Gresham Machen, 


D.D., Litt.D. 


This new book, by one of 
the leading defenders of the 
Faith, is based on his radio 
addresses delivered during 
the first few months of 1935. 


Its 243 pages. contain a 
clear, readable setting forth 
of the fundamentals of the 
‘Christian Faith. Some of 
the questions discussed, in 
forceful, non-technical lan- 
guage, are: 

The Present Emergency 

and How to Meet It, 

Do We Believe in Verbal 
- Inspiration ? 


Does the Bible Teach the 
Deity of Christ ? 


What Jesus Said About 
Himself. 


The Testimony of Paul to 

Christ. 

It is a book that every 
Fundamentalist should read 
and will be glad to read. 


How You Can 
Get the Book 
Without Charge 


We'll be glad to send you 
a copy without charge if you 
will send us eight Get Ac- 
quainted subscriptions to the 
TIMEs, at 25 cents each, for 
ten weeks, to be sent to 
eight of your friends who 
have not been subscribers 
within the last six months. 








The Sunday School Times Co. 
325-N. 13th St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Mary. His chief fault was~his curiosity, 
as he never ceased peeping and prying, so 
that nothing could be kept private. 

If his mistress did not give him his 
much loved raw egg at the exact moment, 
he would dash into the kitchen and help 
himself from under the cook’s nose. Bit- 
ing a tiny hole in one end, he would suck 
the inside out in a flash, and then look 
for more! 

Once Jo-Jo took a hard-boiled egg off 
the breakfast table and finding it not at 
all to his liking, he gave it to the cat and 
sat over her while she ate it. 

When visitors came to the house, the lit- 
tle mongoose would pop out and inspect 
them. 

Once a terrier arrived with his master, 
and as he was lying quietly on the mat 
he was suddenly nipped hard on the nose 
by a brown “streak” which vanished as 
swiftly as it came. Howling and rubbing 
his sore nose, the dog dashed wildly about 
the room, but away out of harm’s way sat 
a little mongoose enjoying the excitement 
he had caused. 

But one day Jo-Jo had a terrible fright, 
because of his habit of jumping en tables 
to see what was there. He loved to tip 
up the teapot lid and drink up all the tea, 
if it were cool enough, and taste every- 
thing else. 

On this particular afternoon, tea was 
over and the mongoose seized his chance 
to leap on to the table when Mary and 
her little guests had gone out into the 
garden. Off fell the lid of the teapot this 
time, and so Jo-Jo put his inquisitive little 
head well down inside to get the last drop 
of cold tea; But it chanced to be a very 
small opening and his head stuck fast. 

Then he pulled and pushed in a frenzy 
of terror, but in vain. He could not pos- 
sibly get his head out. Jumping down, still 
wearing the teapot, he blindly rushed to 
and fro banging it against the walls and 
doors in his fury. 

First, off went the spout, then the han- 
dle, finally the body cracked and broke, 
but still round his bristling, angry little 
neck was a brown earthenware collar. Jo- 
Jo was in a towering rage, as, leaping 
around with teeth bared, he made his weird 
“tin can” noises and finally dashed under- 
neath the verandah. 

After a while he came back without his 
collar, just the same cheerful, curious lit- 
tle mongoose. But he never was caught 
just in that way again, in spite of all his 
constant peeping and peering into every- 
thing. 

Jo-Jo had learned this particular lesson, 
and Mary thought a good deal about it, 
for sometimes she had “smarted” for a 
bad fault, and yet it seemed easy enough 
to repeat it. 

At last there came a day when Mary and 
her parents had to leave India to return 
home. Jo-Jo was given to some friends, 
but it was a sad farewell, and shortly after- 
ward they heard he had disappeared and 
could not be found anywhere. Perhaps he 
had strayed away to join other wild mon- 
goose in the neighboring jungle. Mary 
felt very sorry, for she had loved him dearly, 
and even though her new school life was 
crammed full of other interests, she never 
forgot her pet. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer. Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











September 6. The Value of a Man in God’s 
Sight. Gen. 1 : 26; Psa. 8: 4-8; Heb. 13 : 20, at. 
(Consecration meeting.) 





Sunday, August 30 


The Will of God as Seen in Jesus 
(John 8 : 29; 5:19, 20) 





Mon.—Jesus, revealer of God (John 12: 
45). 

Tues.—Union of Father, Son, and saints 
(John 17 : 20-23). 

Wed.—Jesus, forgiver of sins (Mark 2: 1- 


12). 

Thurs.—Revealer of God’s love (John 3: 
16). 

Fri—Jesus, the sin-bearer (John 1 : 20- 


). 
Sat.—Jesus, the soul-winner (2 Cor. 5 : 18- 
21). 











ae: geepionen BOTTOME says that 
she once learned a lesson from an 
old; colored cook. One of his fellow serv- 
ants, in passing, upset the hot water over 
him. She expected some bitter words in 
return for her carelessness. But instead 
he only said, with a quiet smile: ‘Never 
mind, it’s all in the will.’ It is such a 
wonderful thing for us to get hold of this. 
There is a strain in our lives that need not 
be there. A hurry, bustle, and worry that 
was not in His life, because he saw from 








After Classes —What? 


When the lesson of 
the day is learned, and 
classes are over, what is 
in store for the Stony 
Brook boy? 


All work and no play 
makes Jack a dull boy. 
So the Stony Brook 
boy is given plenty of 
opportunity to play. 
Football, baseball, 
track, tennis, basketball, 
and wrestling teams 
represent Stony Brook ~~ 
in contests with other schools, but second 
teams and class teams give an opportunity 
for every boy who wishes to play on teams 
suited to his age, weight, and experience. 


The new gymnasium, dedicated last 
spring, provides a splendid gymnasium 
floor not only for basketball, but for enter- 
tainments, lectures,.and glee club concerts. 

Boys enjoy the dormitory life at Stony 
Brook. Association with boys from many 
states and the influence of Christian mas- 
ters are among the many helpful features. 

For @ catalogue and other information 
% address the Headmaster. 
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Lesson for August 30 


moment to moment, simply the will of the 
Father.”—E. M. Waddell. 


ye 

We are not to think of the Lord Jesus 
as exemplifying in any particular acts the 
will of the Father, and in other particu- 
lar deeds his own will. He did not show 
the Father’s will as an earthly child might 
show certain traits or characteristics of 
his earthly father. Every thought and 
word and deed of the Lord Jesus demon- 
strated the Father’s will. He is the em- 
bodiment of that will. 

In one of the Messianic Psalms David 
exclaims by inspiration the innermost 
thoughts of the Lord Jesus, when he said, 
“Lo, I come: in the volume of the book 
it is written of me. I delight to do thy 
will, O my God: yea, thy law is within 
my heart” (Psa. 40:7, 8). 

Before he ever came to this earth in 
human form, the Lord Jesus constantly did 
the will of the Father. 

When he came up out of the Jordan 
River after his baptism by John the Bap- 
tist, God spake from the heavens concern- 
ing him, “This is my beloved Son, in 
whom: I am well pleased” (Matt. 3:17). 

b 4 

In the wilderness when tempted by the 
Evil One to exercise his own will, or to 
do Satan’s bidding, the Lord Jesus said 
simply, “It is written” (Matt. 4:4). The 
Father’s will as revealed in his written 
Word was answer enough to any sugges- 
tion that Satan might bring. 

Early in his ministry the Lord Jesus 
revealed the fact that the Father’s will 
was the great purpose of his life. He said, 
“For I came down from heaven, not to do 
mine own will, but the will of him that 
sent me” (John 6: 38). 

The Lord Jesus said that the source of 
his power was the Father’s will during 
his earthly life. “Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, The Son can do nothing of himself, 
but what he seeth the Father do: for 
what .things soever he doeth, these also 
doeth the Son likewise. For the Father 
loveth the Son, and sheweth him, gil things 
that himself doeth: and he will shew him 
greater works than these, that ye may 
marvel” (John 5:19, 20). 

He said that the absolute accuracy of 
every decision was the result of this dom- 
inating motiye of his life, “I can of mine 
own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge 
[decide]: and my judgment [decision] is 
just [right]; because I seek not mine own 
will, -but the will of the Father which sent 
me” (John 5:30). 

Not only did the Lord Jesus exemplify 
by every thought and word and deed the 
will of the Father, but he showed that 
this obedience was not an irksome or un- 
willing one. Every act was a voluntary 
and glad compliance with the Father’s will. 
He said, you will remember, “I do always 
those things that please him’ (John 8: 
29); “My meat is to do the will of him 
that sent me, and to finish his work” (John 
4: 34). 

we 

In the Garden of Gethsemane, in the 
-midst of an agony greater than any other 
thas ever been called to go through, the 
‘Lord Jesus looked up into his Father’s 
‘face and said, “Not my will, but thine, be 
‘done” (Mark 22:42); and a little later 
to one of his disciples he said, “The cup 
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which my Father hath given me, shall I 
not drink it?” (John 18: 11.) 

As he hung upon the cross taunted and 
derided by the priests and people, his body 
wracked with physical suffering, and the 
awful time of separation from his Father 
drew to a close we hear from him the 
victor’s shout, “It is finished” (John 19: 
30). The Father’s will for this earthly 
life had been perfectly carried out. The 
work he had been given to do had been 
completed in every detail. 


bd 

But it is not enough for us to see the will 
of God in the Lord Jesus. We shall miss 
the great lesson in it, if we fail to see 
that the Lord Jesus demonstrated, during 
his earthly life, how God expects every 
one of us to live in the center of his will. 

Some of us no doubt are thinking, 
“Well, of course God expected the Lord 
Jesus to do his will. He could do the 
Father’s will because he was Christ. But 
surely we cannot do God’s will like the 
Lord Jesus.” But wait a moment, It is 
true that God had some things for the 
Lord Jesus to do that you and I could 
never do. We could not die on the cross 
for the sins of the world. It may not be 
God’s will for us to work any miracle. 
But we can live in obedience to God's 
will for our lives as God intends that we 
should. The Lord Jesus said, “As thou 
hast sent me into the world, even so have 
I also sent them into the world. And 
for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they 
also might be sanctified through the truth. 
Neither pray I for these alone, but for 
them also which shall believe on me 
through their word; that they all may be 
one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in 
thee, that they also may be one in us: that 
the world may believe that thou hast sent 
me” (John 17: 18-21). 

In the Epistles, over and over again we 
find Paul praying for believers that they 
may be “filled with the knowledge of his 
will in all wisdom and spiritual under- 
standing” (Col. 1:9); that God will “make 
you perfect in every good work to do his 
will, working in you that which is well- 
pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ” 
(Heb. 13: 21). 

Humanly speaking, we can never per- 
fectly obey God. God, knowing this, has 
given us the only One who ever did per- 
fectly his will,—the Lord Jesus Christ, 
—that he might live in our hearts and 
that he might- exemplify God’s will in our 


lives. Are you letting him do this for 
you? 
PHILADELPHIA, 





[ With the New Books ] 


The Little Gate. By Bertha Gerneaux 
Woods. (The Driftwind Press, Walter 
John Coates, North Montpelier, Vt., post- 
paid, $1.) Mrs. Woods knows nature, and 
loves nature. Better still, she knows and 
loves nature’s God. And she does not, like 
so many nature-lovers, identify nature with 
God. She is that rare combination, a 
Christian and a poet. Some of her best 
work has appeared in the columns of THE 
Sunpay ScHoo.t Times, and more is yet 
to come. Garden-lovers will revel in her 
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President 
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detailed, photographic descriptions of colors 
and blooms and all that grows. She loves 
people too, of many sorts, and describes 
them well. A heart of sympathetic under- 
standing beats through her work. There 
are autobiographical glimpses, such as 
“Surrender,” and “After Surrender.” The 
workmanship of the book is unusual and 
satisfying, a perfect frame for the pictures 
within. Ample white margins make invit- 
ing pages, with clear, readable type; while 
the garden-green linen binding, protected 
by the green paper jacket with a charming 
black and white drawing of a meadow, a 
stream, and a little gate, add to the sym- 
phony. 

Here is one of the gems, a real prayer for 
revival : 


“He SuHatt Come Down Like Ratn” 
So stricken, smitten, parched but yesterday-; 
Now yucca, hollyhocks and mullein sway, 
Refreshed and glad, their dust all washed 

away. 


Lord, blessed Lord, 
again, 

Thy children hunger, travail, groan in pain. 

Fulfil thy promise — thou wilt come like rain 


look down, look down 


And water thy mown grass —so prostrate, 
thick. 
Wash thou our dust away —dear Lord, come 


quick. 
We need thy healing rain — the world is sick. 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


August 24 to 30 


Mon.—Matthew 28 : 16-20. The Lord’s Commision. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Every creature.” 
Take “the Great Commission” seriously. 
Publish everywhere the saving message. 
It is idle to quibble over definitions of the 
Great Commission if it makes us idle in 
the Lord’s vineyard. If your commission 
is limited, work on that. Millions await the 
Gospel of salvation. There is work for 
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each and all. God speed us! The time is 
short. Pray for Cedar Lake (Indiana) 
Bible Conference. 


Tues.—Acts 11: 19-26. Missionaries in Antioch. 
PraYER Suacestrons: “As far as... 
Antioch.” The preaching of the Gospel 
was limited to Jews only “as far as... 
Antioch.” In faith some ventured to preach 
to Grecians. A mighty spiritual awakening 
resulted. The door of faith was opened to 
the Gentiles, Jerusalem sent Barnabas and 
Saul to help in preaching the Word. “Much 
people was added unto the Lord.” The 
unchurched millions in our own land need 
to be reached. Oh, for a God-originated 
movement through a modern “Paul” and 
“Barnabas”! Pray for Montreat (N. C.) 
Ministerial Conference. 
Wed.—Acts 13 : 1-12. 
Paul’s First Missionary Journey. 
Prayer Succestions: “Sent forth by 
the Holy Ghost.” The supernatural ele- 
ment that marked the preaching of the 
apostles is lamentably lacking in our pul- 
pits. This loss explains spiritual failure at 
home and abroad. Its recovery through 
humility and prayer is the primary busi- 
ness of the Church. More waiting upon 
God will result in more of the working of 
God. The prayer power of the Christian 
Church never has been fully tried. Pray 
for the Buffalo Bible Conference (Ebenezer, 
N. Y.), August 23 to September 7. 
Thurs.—1 Corinthians 2 : 1-10. 
The Holy Spirit in Missions. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “In demonstration 
of the Spirit and of power.” The Spirit of 
God could use Paul and his preaching. 
Spirit-filled men always are channels of 
divine power. The Spirit of God finds his 
way into missions through Spirit-filled per- 
sonalities. The power of the risen Lord is 
the only effective dynamic of Christian 
missions. God never anoints agencies; he 
anoints men. Pray for Stony Brook (L. I.) 
General Conference, August 22-30. 


Fri.—Romans 15 : 15-21. Spreading the Gospel. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “From Jerusalem, 
and round about unto Illyricum, I have 
fully preached the gospel of Christ.” Note 
Paul’s missionary atlas. It included home 
and foreign fields. Let us break new soil 
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for the Gospel seed. The Lord. will teach 
you how to spread. the Gospel in your 
community. Get the message of salvation 
“where Christ is not named.” Pray for the 
Victorious Life Conference (Keswick 
Grove, N. J.), August 22-30. 
Sat.—1 Thessalonians 1 : 1-10. 
Sharing the Gospel. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “We... imparted 
unto you... the gospel of God.” We who 
have part in the Gospel are responsible for 
imparting the Gospel. Failure to admin- 
ister this sacred trust is more tragic than 
any other that can be named, Two min- 
isters had a certain lad in their Sunday 
school. Later he became known as “Pub- 
lic Enemy Number One.” Shot to death 
by “G” men he went suddenly to meet his 
God. These ministers who had been en- 
trusted with his boyish soul recently went 
to a brother minister and tearfully asked: 
“Will God forgive us for not leading him 
to Christ?” Are you sharing the Gospel 
while you may? Pray for Mt. Gretna 
(Pa.) Conference, August 31 to Septem- 
ber 7. 
Sun.—Isaiah 42 : 6-13, 
A New Song in the Earth. 
PraYER Succestions: “Sing unto the 
Lord a new song.” God’s mercies new 
every morning call for new songs day by 
day. New hymns of praise should well up 
in the soul like water from a fountain. 
The person and work of Christ challenge 
our best anthems of joy. “Shew-. forth his 
salvation from day to day.” Pray for 
Montreat (N. C.) Conference, ending to- 
day. 
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